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Mrs. Chairwoman, Excellencies, dear colleagues, 

On behalf of Secours Islamique France (SIF) and of the Islamic Relief Worldwide (IRW) 
family, I would like to share with you a feedback and some thoughts following a trip on the 
field in the region, in particular in Kenya and in Somalia, focusing on the emergency 
situation. 

 

Kenya 

We have to pay specific attention on the situation of the host populations, located in the 
North and North East of Kenya, and who are also very hardly affected by drought. This is 
shown by data published in various field reports and directly observed by SIF teams during 
their assessments on the ground: there already exists a significant difference between living 
conditions inside and outside the camps. 

- Access to drinking water (5 liters per day and per person in the camps when the quantity is 
2 liters in some areas) 

- Rate of access to sanitation (latrines) is 10 times less for host populations 

- Global Acute Malnutrition rate is over 30% when it is between 15 and 20% in the camps. 

In Bulakheir (3 km west of IFO), water points for the cattle have dried up. There are only 7 
latrines for 280 families. In Garasweino (82 km south of Garissa), there is no latrine. School 
does not function since school feeding program has stopped. The walking distance to the 
closest health center is 3 walking days… etc 

Islamic Relief intends to focus its intervention in Kenya on host populations to prevent the 
worsening of these disparities. This is already the case in the regions of Wajir and Mandera 
where Islamic Relief works on programs to fight food insecurity and provide access to water. 

Somalia 

I had the opportunity to go in Somalia last week and I could observe that displaced persons 
were arriving in great numbers in Mogadishu (although the rate of arrivals had mildly slowed 
down last week). In this city, the magnitude of destruction is striking. I felt as if the city had 
been hit by a seism, although it has nothing to do with that, but is only the results of Man’s 
action and of 20 years of civil war.  

Camps are set up inside the city, in closed or open places. The situation on these sites is 
extremely difficult. I must say that I had never observed such a situation in 15 years of 
experience. 

The situation is also scarce in the Al-Banadir hospital, where the dispensary is empty and 
staff is not paid. 

Health is clearly one of the main gaps, with food. 

Displacement of populations towards Mogadishu increases the risks for the populations (one 
woman told me she had to walk during 17 days and that one of her children died during the 
journey). 

The difficulties for accessing the populations in such a situation of major crisis and insecurity 
make the challenge for aid coordination all the more complex. 



Short term strategy must be to strive to provide assistance in the villages, in order to contain 
the flood of displaced people in Mogadishu, while continuing of course to provide aid in 
Mogadishu, and above all, to identify the responsibilities for the coordination of the increasing 
quantity on aid on the ground. 

This is what we have done in Baydora region in Bayle where the teams of IR Somalia have 
brought aid to 3500 families, overcoming various challenges linked to the security situation. 

One of the middle term solution is to promote access to water in the drought affected areas, 
with a global contingency plan, that should start as soon as 2012, taking into account the 
ethnical and anthropological complexity of Somalia. 

The mobilization must continue, because we know that the most difficult is still to 
come concerning the consequences of drought and it is our responsibility to ensure 
that we use every possible means to provide assistance to all the affected 
populations. It is time for us, humanitarian actors, to find solutions to a situation that 
calls for an urgent response. 

 

Thank you 


